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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICIALS FOR 1903 

MAYOR OF THE CITY, — 1902, 1903 
Hon. John H. H. McNamee 

Residence, 60 Ml. Veroon Street 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON CITY HOME 

Aldennan HANS L. CARSTEIN Ward 11 

Residence. 46 Coggswell Arenue 
Alderman MICHAEL H. FLTNN Ward 4 

Residence, 162 Columbia Street 

CouneUman OEOROE B. CASWELL .... Ward 7 

Residence, 27 River Street 

Cmmcaman EDWARD MORRISON Ward 4 

Residence 68 Broadway 
CouneUman THOMAS P. O'NEIL Ward 11 

Residence, 62 Montgomery Street 

BOARD OF OVERSEERS, 1903 



Charles Walker, Chairman 

Residence, 166 Western Avenue ' . Ward 7 

DR. CHARLES BULLOCK Ward 9 

Refiidence. 1664 Mass. Arenue, comer Sliepard Street 

JEREMIAH CROWLET Ward 2 

Residence, 98 Otis Street 

PATRICK CROWLET Ward 5 

Residence, 19 Bigelow Street 

ALEXANDER MILLAN ^ Ward 8 

Residence, 12 De Wolfe Street ^ 

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD 
At trb CairrBAL OvFicn ~ Cbittbal Squarb BuiLDnro, Western Aye. 

DAVID P. MUZZEY Secretary 

Residence, 2 Clinton Street 

ADDIE M. BENSON Clerk 

Residence, 286 Western Arenue 

OFFICERS AT THE CITY HOME 

Tannery Street, North Cambridge 
CHARLES E. OOOpROW . . Superintendent of the Home 



EMMA A. OOODROW 
SAMX7EL F. NORRIS 
HARRIET P. NORRIS 
GEORGIA BROWN . 



Matron 

A ssistant Superintendent 

. Aseistant Matron 

. Dispensary Nurse 

CITY PHTSICLiN .DR. WILLIAM G. BROUSSEAU, 

Residence, 2222 Massachusetts Arenue 

CzTT OfPioi, Central Squabi Buildinq, Western Avenue 

Office Hours 9 to 10 A. M., Sundays excepted 
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ANALYTICAL INDEX. 



ABSENGBS OR VACATIONS 

permissions for must be granted only by the BoMd or two 
members thereof 

AOBNT 

must promptly ascertain the condition and needs of each 
case reported . . .... 

in case of pressing necessity must give aid at once 
must promptly report each case to Board 
questions must not be unnecessary or irreleyant . 
what kind of questions shall be asked by him 




9 
10 
10 
9-10 
not to engage in any other business during business hours 10 

AID GIVEN 

to be determined by the Board, and not by single members . 6 

to be given from City Home direct 7 

ANNUAL MEETING 

to be held first Monday in May 14-16 

officers, agents, and employees to be elected then ... 15 

APPLICANTS FOR AID 

if feeling aggriered sliall hare impartial hearing before 

the Board 16 

APPLICATIONS FOR RELIEF 

must be made in writing on printed blanks provided . . ' 5 

must be reported at once to Agent or City Physician . . 6 
must be made by the parents, if possible, and not by their 

children 7 

shall be kept strictly private, except 9 

ASST.-SUPT. OF CITY HOME, Duties OF 12 

ASST.-MATRON OF CITY HOME, Durns of ... . 12 

ASST. TO SECRETARY, Doriis of 10 

BY-LAWS OF THE BOARD 14-16 

CENTRAL OFFICE 

to be maintained for general work 6 

to be kept open every week-day except holidays, etc. . 8 
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CHARTER AND AMENDMENTS lft-28 

GITT HOME, SpxaAL Ruus fok 17-18 

CITY PHYSICIAN, DirriM of 12-18 

to attend upon all sick and insane paupers .... 12 

to be under the general direction of the Overseers . 12 

to Taccinate free of charge all persons sent by Orerseers 12 

to keep careful roister of all persons under his care . 18 
his books of record and accounts to be open to mranbers of 

the Board at all times 18 

CLERK 

to hare general charge of all books and accounts ... 10 

accounts to be correctly, neatly, and promptly kept up 10 

accounts to be always open to inspection of the Board 10 

to use such methods of book-keeping as Board may approre 10 

DISPENSARY NURSE, Dums of 12 

EMERGENCY CASES, Aooidikts 

to be attended to at once without waiting for iuTestigatton . 6 

GENERAL RT7LE8 OF THE BOARD 6-18 

HISTORICAL 25-87 

LIST OF OVERSEERS SINCE 1846 8»-60 

MATRON OF CITY HOBIE, Dunxs of 12 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD 

when r^^ilar meetings are to be held 14 

may be changed by order of the Chairman . ... 14 

special meetings may be called by Chairman ... 14 

quorum to be a majority of Board 16 

NECROLOGY LIST OF OVERSEERS 62^ 

PERSONAL FAVORITISM, Etc. 

to be avoided for several reasons 6-7 

QUORUM 

to be a majority of the Board 16 

RECORD BOOKS, BLANKS, Etc. 

to be placed in fire-proof safe each day 6 

to be correctly and promptly kept up 10 

to be always open to the inspection of members of the Board 10 

REFERENCES TO LAWS IN RELATION TO OVERSEERS 

in general 18b 

who are poor persons 18b 
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inquiries to determine need 18o 

responsibility of kindred. ... . . . 18d 

private charity 18e 

how and when shall the applicant be aided . 18e 

oityhome 18e 

hospitals 18f 

insane, epileptic, dipsonianiac, and feeble-minded 18f 

state farm 18h 

children 18h 

partial support 18j 

reimbursement 18k 

preTenting future expense 181 

settlement law 181 

inquiries to determine settlement 18n 

notice of aid giTen ; — denial of settlement .... 18p 

records and reports 18p 

SBORBTARY 

to see that central ofice is kept open to the public 7 

to look up record of taxes 8 

to make no purchases and contract no debts except by order 

of the Board 8 

cash received by him to be paid at once to City Trea- 
surer and his receipt taken for the same ... 8 
no aid to be given by him except in emergency cases . 8 
business of the Board not to be divulged by him without 

consent of the Board 9 

SECRETARY, ASSISTANT TO, Doras of .... 10 

to assist Secretary when called upon by him ... 10 

SUPPUBS 

to be given from City Home direct instead of city retail 
dealers, as formerly, except in cases of emergency requiring 

instant relief 7 

SUPERINTENDENT OP CITY HOME 

to have general management, subject to Board ... 10 

to see that the rules and regulations are strictly enforced . 10 

to keep a correct list and payroll of all help employed, etc. 10 
to make no purchases and contract no debts except by order 

of the Board 11 

to keep account of all. sales monthly, and to report to Board 

all receipts and expenditures monthly .... 11 
to report number of inmates admitted, discharged, or de- 
ceased monthly and keep a correct history of same 11 
to keep such other records and books of accounts as the 

Board may require 11 

not to engage in any other business while employed as Su- 
perintendent 11 
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GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 




Jn ^der more effectivi 
erK^arry 

by-laws 
1. A 
the Secretary, Jlam» 

€}l e> k B shall attend to tiM applications for i 
4)r relief, and a^To fc c H i a tio i i i ll y record the same Jn s ait - 
<^Hft frvft^n ind n n l i l iiii li ii p io Ti rin d fow that ) pmp nir . i 
The# record books aad bl i wik s shall, ao inv ao poa8i«v^ K-C^v^ 



central/, office shall 



v- 

poor 

ions and 

hereafter be J6 force : — 

;e maintained, where 

nniiH^OTyi ^gtwt| »nd 



bl e i B O pUo s d e noh d ay in the fire-proof safe of the 
office^fiB g i ftg e iul pB e t sa ti Q B aad pg gisiui ' i atiion . / 

2. All applications for relief, medical servicei, or 
admission to the City Home shall, whan pnnoA]^^ 
be signed yi naiUug by the parties applying j^ 
«veh. Whenever this is found to be impracticable, 
then the application shall be signed ia w g i ^i a g M»«h 
ititifintrd ^ by some relative or person acting for 
them oo A h a ig daly a wthoM e d ag e nt . Smilltble blank 
forms for these applic^ions may be dnained at the 
central office uponjrequest. Thea^uly signed ap- 
plications have bo^ found legcdly necessary for the 
protection of j»e Board, a^va are not intended to 
act in any Way as an oj^ruction to prompt relief 
when need^, but toj^ematize the application and 
bring it^to propif^orm. 

^ 3. Whenever such an application for aid, medical 

i It ia nnderatood and agreed that this Rule 3 includes and applies to 
eases of insanity as well. < 
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ijUA<^M 



relief, or admission to the City Home is received, 

either at the Central Office, by the City Physician, 

d P^i^y ^^7 member of^he Board, it shall at oncei be 

<VU^^^'»ei«3^^ the ▲g^t of the Board ^y^jiu^^lhu C HH > 



V 



N. 



a. ^ 



V 



-^ 



, whose duty it shall be to g^^A prompt 
and careful investigation of the c^e ana make a 
report to the next meeting of the Board before such 
aid, admission, or medical relief is rendered. Pro- 
vided, however, that iftfr'ie a case of aooid c n t, emer- 
gency, or urgent illness which in the opinion of the 
L requires immediate help, 
OP if fchn Agflnt or Ci t j Phjsluian is abBBUl, Ul 'for 
a ny rnftnoi* uann e i be eoimulc ed UBtU tlKire iH H an- -^ 
{;p^ of I h n pii i l i i iiii iiii lT ii ii n f^ n n nii m iiil ii F ( In ii i rl 
being fiilMield, then the required aid, medical atten- 
tion, or admission to the Home shall at once be 
given by the Secretary, or in his absence by the 
clerk at the central office, op by- any mambar sf ♦he 
Eottr d j wilheut w a i fc iMg i of oueh iny e s^gation q » 
r npnrt ta l i bn Bnii i l S&Di report shall, howerer, 
be mad c ' laitei 's at the first meeting of the Board 
thereafter, and the Board shall then determine 
whether such aid shall be continued, and, if so, at 
what times, and to what amount. ^^T^' 

A _ y» -rdfir t"" Y 1 "* ** 1 J 

p^'^" /%f p^yfj^nal f 'I* lifi - or ^(^ical ^pSRtSan- 

oh^p^ fliA "R/^flr/l Kftrfll^y ograaB tlinf j^ll appHcationff 

for aid shall be ^mUI^ determined by the Board 
rather than by any one individual member of it, 
subject, however, to the provisions for cases of 
emergency m p i o^idiid im in lUl e 8 . ft uth a i t 

* i i >i>. ; ■ ■■■ J . J. ^ . ililnj I'tinnTinnnVi n n U i»|>fjairna flii^ 
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any un- 

the many 

made p^ 

reasons, and. 

lurchasing, all s^plies 

clothing, etc^hall be 



ome direct 

i orders 
erly, 
it relie: 




the appli- 
the various 
in cases of 
the nearest 



individual members 

just or unpleasant c: 

annoyances 

sonally to then^ 

for the sake or economy 

of provisiwlB, groceries. 

deliveredrfrom 

cants, 

emergency rei 
point. 

5. Applications for r dief to families must be 
made by the parents, if p )8sible, or if this is impos- 
sible, by some adult mei iber of the family rather 
than by the younger chil< ren. If the father is able 
to come to the office, he hall be required to do so. 
If he is really unable to < ome, then the mother shall 
apply. If neither of th )se can appear and make 
personal application, then one of the adult members 
of the family shall appea ' for them, the eldest pre- 
ferred. But the practice of sending young children 
to the office to ask for relief is hereby discounte- 
nanced by the Board o i account of its debasing 
tendency to familiarize t le children with asking for 
charity, thus making it easy for them to beg and 
continue in pauperism i istead of making efforts to 
help themselves. 

6. It shall be the dut r of the Secretary to see 
that the Central Office s kept open to the public 
every week day (excepting especially granted and 
legal holidays), at such lours as the Board may 
determine. He shall make prompt, correct, and in- 
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telligible entries of the names and! residences of all 
persons applying to him for aid of. any kind, keep- 
ing carefol record of all such applications in such 
books and on such blanks as the /Board may deter- 
mine and approve. All cash nbceived by him he 
shall pay at onc6 to the City Tfeasnrer, taking his 
receipt therefor. He shall aeep a prompt and 
accurate account of all such csmh received and paid 
over in proper books provided tor this purpose ; and 
all his account books, receipts Jand records shall be 
promptly kept up, and shall b4 always open for the 
inspection of the Board. 

It shall be the duty of the/ Secretary to look up 
the records of taxes of applii ants for relief, and to 
investigate any other matters relating to the settle- 
ment of said applicants that may be required of 
him. He shall perform suph other duties as the 
Board may from time to time require of him. He 
shall make no purchases aid contract no debts ex- 
cept by an indorsed orden from the Board or two 
members thereof, said oraer to specify each article 
purchased, the amount off the same with the price 
to be paid for it, a duplicate of which order shall be 
kept in an order book pwvided for this purpose. 

No aid, medical relief, admission to the City 
Home or elsewhere shal be given by the Secretary 
except in cases of emergency, as provided for in 
Rule 3. 

All applications for bid shall be kept strictly pri- 
vate by the Secretary, knd by all the other employees 
of the Board ; and thfi business transactions of the 
Board shall not be co; nmunicated or divulged to the 
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or vacations, either of 
employees, must, in all 
Board or by two mem- 



pnblic without consent of the Board or some mem- 
ber of it. Bat any citizen leeding sach informa- 
tion for good and sufficient cause, aind presenting 
jproper reasons for it, shall receive such informa- 
tion from the Secretary or e: (iployees, without, how- 
ever, in any way obstructing the regular and neces- 
sary work of the office.^ 

Permissions for absences 
the Secretary or any of the 
cases, be granted only by th( 
hers thereof. 

7. It shall be the duty off the Agent to promptly 
ascertain the actual condition and needs of all par- 
ties reported to him as applying for city aid, medi- 
cal relief, or admission to f the City Home. If it is 
found to be a case of pressing necessity requiring 
immediate action, he shall give such aid, relief, or 
admission at once. He sMall make such proper and 
legitimate inquiries in rerard to the persons apply- 
ing as may in his judgment be necessary to satisfy 
himself and the Board of the following : 1st, that 
such applicants really arel in need of help, and can- 
not properly get along without it ; 2d, what form of 
aid is best and what amount is necessary to be 
given ; 3d, such inquiries as are necessary to fulfill 
the requirements of the ] a.w ; 4th, to protect the city 
1 ascertain the facts from 
determined, and thus find 



from imposture ; 5th, 
which the settlement h 



1 At a special meeting, Novemlier 
after penmasion to examine the 
only upon the written permit of 
OTamination shall be in presence 
the Board, and for good and suf^sient 
laws of the Board." 



3, 1902, "It was Tot«d that here- 

>ras and books of the ofSce be given 

the chairman of the Board, and said 

' the secretary, or some employee of 

cause, as provided for in the by- 



)f 
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V* 



out to what city or town 



legally chargeable. Qui^stions of nnnecessary or 



irrelevant character shall 
After completing his 



meeting of the Board for 



he expenses of relief are 



aot be asked by the Agent, 
nquiries the Agent shall 



promptly report each cat e at the next subsequent 



their decisive action. He 



shall not engage in any c ther business during busi- 
ness hours ; but he shall . devote his whole time and 
attention to the duties ii his office, not absenting 
himself for more than twenty-four hours at any one 
time without permission (of the Board. 

8. It shall be the duty of the Assistant to the 
Secretary to assist the Secretary in the performance 
of his duties whenever ialled upon by him for that 
purpose. I 

9. The Clerk shall jhave general charge of all 
the books and accounts relating to the department 
of the Overseers of the Poor, using such methods of 
book-keeping and accoi nts as the Board may deter- 
mine upon and approve . All such accounts shall 
be correctly, neatly, a id promptly kept up, and 
shall be at all times op 3n for the inspection of any 
member of the Board. 

10. The Superintenc ent of the Home shall have 
the general charge an( [ management of the entire 
establishment under th ) direction of and subject to 
the Board, and he shal . be responsible for its clean- 
liness, economy, and gc od order. He shall see that 
the rules and regulatio ns of the Home are strictly 
enforced. He shall k ep a correct list of all help 
employed by him, and in addition a payroll for all 
persons employed by tne hour, day, or week, which 
roll shall be paid by thJ City Treasurer. He shall 
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make no purchases and contract no debts except 
by order or permission of the Board. \ 

At each MOMthlj meeting nt ^W City ^^^^ he| 
shall present to the Board a smjmmt in writing ^ 
sh ow ing i >hu qiuuili l ij f of huuso oiM sold, lUtf ai mwmty 
is s ii p ud fui tll U U BIflu^ and A e n a i e e l east 
<»l>>^fltti» . pinn th e a mnnn t j - rFifcn yj whi cth -may h^-dne 
frnw thfl inlns nf thin wrtisli ^ ttifaim — ^ all 
qther articles sold by hin^^ft^ Hi e letumed bj him 

piipf. tn flift "RAa^JiipIl receipts and expenditures i 
♦u^ ^P^4.k pjy^ if snllnd f—ir<ih— aiig his immhmu 
fit tha Bn»»4fTeyM»e<k He shall report the nam- ^ . 
ber of inmates in the Home, together with the nam- ' ^ . 
her admitted, discharged, or having died dwwng the^^ 
«oa>h pwt He shall keep a correct history of all 
persons admitted to the Home, whether their settle- 
ment is in this city or some other city or town. He 
shall also keep such other records and books of ac- 
count as the Board may require, all of which books, 
bills, or vouchers shall be submitted at any time for 
inspection or auditing by the Board or any com- 
mittee or member thereof. 

While employed as Superintendent he shall not 
engage in any other business, but shall devote his 
whole time and attention to the duties of the Home, 
not absenting himself for more than twenty-four 
hours at any one time except by permission of the 
Board. 
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^1T. The Matron shall act in uuujuuo l iua miKk> 
the Superintendent in enforcing the rules and reg- 
ulations of the Home. 

12. The Assistant Superintende|if shall be under 
the direction of the Superint^it^t in the enforce- 
ment of the rules and regulations of the Home, and 
shall assist and act in h^vmony with him in all mat- 
ters pertaining to its^^ood management. He shall 
not engage in anvt)ther business, but shall devote 
his whole time/^d attention to the duties of the 
Home, not a^enting himself for more than twenty- 
four hopire except by permission of the Superin- 
tendej^or Board. >^ 

18. The Asaigtetm Matron shall codperate with 
the Superinjbefident and Matron in the discharge 
of their ddnes. 

44r The Dispensary Nurse shall, under the direc- 
tion of the Superintendent, have general charge of 
and dispense the medicines provided for the inmates, 
and perform such other duties at the Home as the 
Superintendent may require of her. ^ 

15. By oidmantB Of 6Ui iA'ty t he du ty oUhe 
City Physician Lj- " lie atileud, dlidof the gjimuaii 
irrrtinn of thfr^ftrrrnnrrn of Che Toor, upon all sick 
ind insnne pawpsfs and ulUdF'palients undgZLJiie 
" of the city authorities at the City Home or 
^6 df chai:ga.4dl-.perftns 
w*^WHR*^ Ife shall 
D, for the reference of the Board, keep a 



<j 
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carefnl and accurate register of all persons under 
his care, with an account of their diseases, and shall i / 

furnish a copy of the same to the Board i r h s i> laO ^M-'^^ 
quired, stating the number of deaths since his last 
report, together with such other observations and 
general information as he may deem important, 
or as may be requested of him by the Board. His 
books of record and accounts shall be at all times 
open to the inspection of the Board or any mem- 
ber thereof. 
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BY-LAWS 






-0^ 



( <A^*' 



J 



i 



1. Begnlar meetings of the Boaurd of Oreneers 
for the transaction of business sMll be held at the 
Cambridge City Home on the smsmI MuiIlLij of 
each month ft^t*^ ^^ j^ii^ nentpal nllji ii ilf Hid l\u\\\\\ iin 
th o f i i l h Mnnrtny s f sas h m a n t h , unless otherwise 
changed by order of the Chairman, and at such 
hoars as the Chairman shall appoint TJ^ meetinefi 
at the City Hom^^jire intended tojaf^de miHlmy 
a careful in^p^ction of the,,4l5use, itr'^ndition 
and man^^^ent, but^>e<^ord^.4yf»portanities for 
the Bmd to becoitfe acqu^iifted witii the inmates 
^ff^e Homer Imd thei»{(Srsonal needs and require- 
mentSr' 'Other meetings for the transaction of busi- 
ness may be called at any time by the Chairman, 
and shall be called upon the written request of any 
other two members of the Board. Meetings may 
also be held pursuant to a previous vote of the 
Board. 

' \2. The annual meetings shall be held on the first 
Meaday of May of every year, at which the Board 
shall organize and elect a Chairman. At il(ese 
meetings there shall be elected the f oUowine^mcers, 
agents, or employees, whose salaries sha||r be then 
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fixed, and who shall serve during th^nsuing year, 
or until their successors are electedf and qualified ; 
and these officers, agents, or employees shall he re- 
movahle at any time at the plewure of the Board 
and in accordance with the ru](ls of the Civil Ser- 
vice. 

A Secretary. 

An Agent. 

An Assistant to the Sec^tary. 

A Clerk. 

A Superintendent oMhe City Home. 

A Matron of the C^ Home. 

An Assistant Superintendent of the City Home. 

An Assistant liUtron of the City Home. 

A Dispensary Kurse of the City Home. 

Besides such^rganizations and elections, any other 
business of Ue Board may be transacted at the 
annual meetings. 

YacanciOT for any cause may be filled, or addi- 
tional employees appointed, at any meeting of the 
Board ; uid the tenure of office shall be as herein- 
before provided respecting other officers or em- 
ploye 

3. No amendments or alterations shall be made 
in these Rules, Regulations, or By-Laws except at a 
meeting of the Board held at least four weeks after 
the proposed amendment or alteration has been sub- 
mitted in writing at a regularly called meeting of 
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the Board, and not until after each member of the 
Board has been duly notified in writing of the pro- 
posed amendments or alterations. 

4. A majority of the Board of Overseers shall 
be the qaorom required for the transaction of busi- 
ness. 

5. Any applicant for aid, medical relief, or yj^. \ 
admission to the City Home, feeling aggrieved o/^tA \ 
unjustly injured by the action of the A^uat, 'or by 

any decision of the Board of Overseers of the Poor 
in his or her case, or any recipient of aid, shall have 
the privilege of a f ull a nd kaftmlml hearing before 
said Board by duly making application to the Secre- 
tary and stating his or her desire for such a hearing. 
And the BOffiL shall notify them in writing when 
they may thu/l appear and be heard. 






n 
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SPECIAL RULES 



TO BS OBSEBYBD AT THE OAMBKTDQK CITY HOMBr ^^ 



The Institation shall be under the ^M _, . w> ^^^^^ 
ontrol of the Board of Cfveneean of the 



Poor. 



Btorf—tpMMt ud hy th t Maliuu, di g 
a nint e nd e B t i iwid the AsglHlaat Mtf tfftn, 
shal] haiii fcU iihiiigc vl Ihe Ilume^ eubjett Ui the 
Vshall be responsible for its cleanliness, 
m^, and good management every way. 

Every inmate, if able, shall be required to labor in 
return for his or her support, unless excused by the 
Superintendent or the City Physician, who together 
shall determine whether the inmate is^ phvsic^y 
able to perform such labor require^* '^ v\ (, w '> - ' ^ 

Absence of inmates from the Home shall not be / 
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granted except by the Saperintendent, or, in his 
absence, by the AisiilaB^S gpuiiu t uB deiit. 

V. 

It is desirable that all inmates of the Home who 
can do so conveniently shall attend the Sabbath 
services of public worship as conducted at the 
Home. 

VI. 

..^ Visitors shall be admitted to the Home ealy upon 
permit ni tfin Bnniilj sf wiy msibai theieetfj it of 
the Superintendent. 

vn. 

No article of food, drink, or merchandise shall be 
received from, or given to, the inmates of the Home 
without the^HRPivMlgsaDHk consent of the Superin- 
tendent or Matron. 



\ 



vin. 

Ni iuipimil piiiihlimym Hliall b« iuflimed- upwr 
M i y i l tin inuiirtl ii i uf 'tJm n o i er'bntyiy violation 
of these rules may subject the offender to expulsion 
from the Home, or to such other punishment as the 
Superintendent and the Board may deem proper 
under the circumstances. 

n , 




t 

I . 1 



/ ' cv 



^i^iti^ed by Google 






Digitized by CjOOQIC 



18a 



DTTTIB8 OF THE 

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 

AND 

REFERENCES TO LAWS OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS IN REGARD TO THEM. 
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DUTIES OF THE 

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 

The duties of the Overseers of the Poor of a Masaer 
chusetts city or town are so numerous and complex that 
even the Overseers themselves and their paid agents can 
thoroughly comprehend them only after years of experi- 
ence. 

In General. 

The Overseers of the Poor of each city or town shall 
provide for all poor persons residing or found therein, if 
they deem it for the public interest ; they shall see that 
such persons are relieved, supported, and employed, 
either in the workhouse, or almshouse, or otherwise, at 
their discretion. (Revised Laws, ch. 81, §§ 1, 2, 17, 20, 
and 21.) 

Who are "Poor Persons"? 

The law does not define the term "poor persons." 
The Overseers must decide in what cases it is for the 
public interest to grant relief. They must relieve at 
least all persons who, if not relieved, would suffer for 
want of the absolute necessities of life. "Every city 
and town shall be liable for any expense necessarily 
incurred for the relief of a pauper therein by any per- 
son who is not liable by law for his support, after notice 
and request made to one or more of the Overseers 
thereof, and until provision is made by them." (Revised 
Laws, ch. 81, § SI.) 

Thxm^ private charity may often wisely provide more 
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than absolute necessities, public funds cannot rightly be 
used to provide more. As in England before the re- 
form of the Poor Law in 1834, certain persons were 
giyen such lavish public relief that the resulting high 
taxes forced others across the pauper line, so here, 
money paid for more than actual necessities in the way 
of public relief is likely to come directly or indirectly 
out of the pockets of those who are least able to spare it. 
It be<!omes the duty of the Overseers, therefore, to pro- 
tect these persons so far as in their power to do so. 

Inquiries to Determine Need. 

To decide whether an applicant is in need, the Over- 
seers must learn his income and his expenses, now and 
in the recent past. They or their agent must question 
him about the number in his family; about the earnings 
of the one or more members of the family who work ; 
whether there have recently been unusual expenses — 
because of sickness, for example; whether the applicant 
has any savings on hand or money due him; whether 
he owes bills which he cannot pay; if he is out of work; 
whether he can return to work now or in the near fu- 
ture ; the amount paid for rent; whether he keeps 
boarders or lodgers; what aid he receives from pri- 
vate individuals or societies. Unfortunately, reliable 
information on these points cannot always be secured 
from the applicant himself; for one or another of numer- 
ous reasons, he frequently does not tell the whole truth. 
Besides questioning the applicant and visiting his home, 
it is often important to get information about his cir- 
cumstances from others; for example, from former em- 
ployers and landlords who have recently dealt with him. 
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— but better not inquire of j^re^en^ employer or landlord; 
from physician, clergyman, or teacher of the children ; 
from relatives; and from relief agencies. R. L., ch, 81 , 
§ 44i gives Overseers of the Poor the special privilege 
of learning from savings banks, benefit associations, 
insurance companies, and safe deposit companies the 
amount deposited to the credit of applicants for aid. 

Responsibility of Ejcndred. 

Even if the applicant and his immediate family have 
not enough to provide necessities, it may not be for the 
Overseers of the Poor to provide them. R. L., ch, 81, 
§ 10, says that parents and grandparents, children and 
grandchildren, by consanguinity, living in this State and 
of sufficient ability, are bound to provide for their poor 
relatives " in proportion to their respective ability." 
Several other statutes (R. L,, ch. 81, § 20; ch. 86, § 15; 
ch. 87, §§ 76-80, 120, and 121) provide that the Over- 
seers shall aid persons only when there are no kindred 
able to aid. R. L., ch. 81, § 9, provides that the Over- 
seers may recover any expense incurred for the support 
of a pauper in an action of contract against him, his ex- 
ecutors or administrators. (^See also R. L., ch. 81, §§ S7 
and S8.) 

Private Charity. 

In many cases, not only these near relatives, but 
also other individuals who for different reasons may be 
interested in the applicant or his family, are glad to 
provide the aid he needs rather than have him made a 
pauper. In Cambridge, as in most cities now, there is 
a strong desire among many men an4 women interested 
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nrom pbysicuu,, clergyman, op teacher of the chUdien • 
from relatives; and from reUef agencies. R l^T^l' 
§44. gives Overseers of the Poor the special pk^ege 

Respousibiutt of Knn>BKD. 
not^roL*^.* '"^^^^' '^^ ^^ ^""^t* '»«% have 
Uyerseers of the Poor to provide them. R. L. cA 81 

^'d^^H JT"""*' ^"^ g«^ndparent., chili;n Id 
g«m4children by consanguinity. Uvingin this State ^d 
of safficent abxhty. are bound to proWde for their,Z 
relatives "m proportion to their respective aillU^ 
Several other statutes (ii. £., ^h 81 SM t ^^,1 
ch. 37, §§ 76-80, 120, Ind iilTpSide 'U th^'o '' 
seew shall aid persons only wheHhl the Over- 

seers may recover any expense incurred iZ\^ 
of a pauper in an actionof contracT^^ht 7T^ 
ecutors or administrators. (See ohnTf I ' "^ ®'' 
and S8.) ^ ^ ^' ^- ^- ^A §§ ^T' 

Private Chakity. 
In many cases, not only these noo i . 
also other indivi<Iuals who fordiffe T '®^*^^®*> ^«* 
interested in the applicant or hia ^^I!*^"* ^^ ^ 
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in private charitable societies to provide from private 
funds rather than from the public treasury whatever aid 
may be needed by poor families in their homes. Hence, 
even many families who have applied to the Overseers 
of the Poor very much prefer to secure what they need 
from a private society, or from some charitable individ- 
ual through the Associated Charities, rather than through 
the Overseers of the Poor. 

How AND Where shall the Applicant be Aided ? 

When the Overseers are satisfied that an applicant 
needs aid from the public funds, they must decide what 
aid to gpive, and how much. Often, the City Physician 
helps much in answering these questions; sometimes the 
police or others can give information about the appli- 
cant's habits which it is important for the Overseers to 
know. 

City Home. 

Of the applicants who need to be fully supported, 
some can be better cared for at the Cambridge City 
Home, or at similar institutions elsewhere, maintained 
to provide shelter and care for those fully dependent. 
This is especially true of persons who live entirely alone 
or nearly alone. 

" A city or town may erect or provide a workhouse or 
almshouse for the employment and support of indigent 
persons maintained by or receiving alms from it." The 
Overseers of the Poor shall be the directors of this alms- 
house or workhouse, if special directors are not chosen. 
{R.L.ch,SO,%l.) 

The Overseers of the Poor " shall have charge of the 
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almshouse " (City Home), " and may make and enforce 
all such rules and reg^ulations as they deem expedient 
in relation thereto." (^Revised Ordinances, ch, 18, § 2, 
See also R. X., ch. 30, § S; also, ch, 85, §§ 9-11, IS, I4, 
and 16,) 

Hospitals. 

Some applicants need such care or treatment as can 
be obtained only in hospitals; others, according to law, 
must be sent to certain institutions. And certain chil- 
dren must be provided for outside of institutions. 

Iksanb, Epileptic, Dipsomaniac, and Febble- 

MlNDED. 

The insane, the feeble-minded, the epileptics, the dipso- 
maniacs, and the inebriates must, each class, be sent to 
a special state institution for the care of this class of 
patients. All persons insane less than twelve months 
shall not be detained in an almshouse or other place 
without remedial treatment, but shall have the oppor- 
tunity of medical treatment in some hospital under the 
direction of a duly qualified physician, if they or their 
friends so desire. (R. L., ch, 87, §§ 5, 31, 50, 51, and 
100.) 

A person applying for the commitment or the admis- 
sion of an insane person to a state insane hospital, or 
for the commitment of a dipsomaniac, -or of a feeble- 
minded person, shall first give notice in writing to the 
Overseers of the Poor of the place where the insane per- 
son, or the dipsomaniac, or the feeble-minded person 
resides; and satisfactory evidence that such notice has 
been given shall be produced to the justice in cases of 
commitment. (R. L., ch. 87, §§ 34, 59, and 119.) 



Digitizld by Google 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



18g 

Upon the discharge of an insane person from an in- 
sane hospital or asylum, the Overseers of the Poor in 
the place of his settlement, if any, shall have the legal 
custody of his person, and may make provision for his 
maintenance and treatment at such asylum, almshouse, 
private dwelling, or other place as they consider ex- 
pedient. But no insane person who has sufficient pro- 
perty or friends able and willing to support him shall be 
subject to the control of the Overseers of the Poor, as a 
pauper, or be restrained under their authority, except by 
a decree of court for sufficient reasons which shall be 
stated therein. (R. Z., ch. 87, § 100,) 

After January 1, 1904, the Commonwealth shall have 
the care, control, and treatment of all insane persons 
who are now cared for or may be committed to the 
institutions of the Commonwealth established for the 
care of the insane; no city or town, except Boston, shall 
establish any institution for the care of the insane, 
nor after said date maintain any such institution, or be 
liable for the board, care, treatment, or act of any 
insane person. (R. L., ch. 87, §§ 6, 75-79, 101, and 
UO.) 

(The Cambridge Overseers of the Poor now pay over 
$30,000 a year for the support of the insane, nearly one half 
of the total amount they noi^zpend for all purposes.) 

Any person wishing to be admitted to the Massachn* 
setts Hospital for Epileptics, and to be maintained at 
public expense, shall give notice in writing to the Over- 
seers of the place where he resides of his intention to 
petition for admission. (R. L., ch. 87, § 70. See also 
ch. 88, about the State Sanitarium^ particularly § 7.) 
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State Farm. 

Vagrants or tramps should be sent to the State Farm. 
(R, L., ch. 86, § SO; and ch. 212, §§ 46, 56, and 59,) 
Whoever escapes from the State Hospital, or from the 
State Farm, and within one year thereafter is found ip 
any city or town soliciting public charity, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment at the State Farm. (i2. L,, ch, 
85, §§ 22, $$-85,) 

Children. 

The Overseers of the Poor may remove to the City 
Home such children as are suffering destitution from 
extreme neglect of dissolute or intemperate parents or 
guardians, except as hereinafter provided. (i2. L,, ch, 
81, § 2, See also §§ 29-82, about the Massachusetts So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children,) 

The Overseers shall place every pauper child who is 
in their charge, and over four years of age, in some re- 
spectable family in the State, or in an asylum therein, 
to be supported there, by the city, till he can be other- 
wise cared for. They shall visit such child, personally 
or by agfent, at least once in three months, and make all 
needful inquiries as to his treatment and welfare. 
iR,L,,ch,81,§5,) 

" No such child, who can be cared for as provided in 
§ 5 without inordinate expense, shall be retained in an 
almshouse, unless he is a state pauper or idiotic or 
otherwise so defective in body or mind as to make his 
detention in an almshouse desirable, or unless he is 
under the age of eight years, and his mother is an in- 
mate thereof, and is a suitable person to aid in taking 
care of him." (R. L., ch, 81, § 7.) 
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The Overseers may place deserted and destitute in- 
fants in the care of the Massachusetts Infant Asylum 
or St. Mary's Infant Asylum. (R. L., ch. 81, § S6. See 
also ch. 8$, § 20.) 

The Overseers shall not remove nor allow the removal 
of a minor under their control heyond the limits of the 
Commonwealth, without the approval of the Judge of 
Prohate, — unless such minor has a settlement in another 
State. Nor shall they withhold information concerning 
the maintenance of such minor from any person entitled 
to receive the same. (R. L., ch. 81, § 29.) 

The State Board of Charity may, in its discretion, upon 
the written application of the Overseers of the city or 
town in which a child is found, who is under sixteen 
years of age and dependent on puhlic charity, provide 
for his maintenance. (R. L., ch. 83, § $6.) 

If any child under sixteen years of age, " hy reason 
of orphanage or the neglect, crime, or drunkenness, or 
other vice of his parents, is growing up without educa- 
tion or salutary control and in circumstances exposing 
him to lead an idle and dissolute life, or is dependent 
upon public charity," he taay be conunitted by a police, 
district, or municipal court, or a trial justice, to the cus- 
tody of the State Board of Charity until he is twenty-one 
years old, or for a less time, and said Board shall pro- 
vide for his care and maintenance without expense to 
the city or town of his settlement. But if such child 
has a settlement, and the Overseers of the Poor of the 
place of his settlement so request, the commitment 
shall then be to their custody. The Overseers shall 
have the same powers as to children committed by the 
court, or on their request transferred by the State Board 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



18j 

to their custody, as are given to the State Board as to 
children in its custody. (R, Z., ch. 8S, § $7.) 

** Such children in the care or custody of the State 
Board shall he placed in private families; hut in case 
of illness, or change of place, or while waiting trial, 
they may be placed in any suitable institution." (R, L., 
ch, 88, § 89.) 

The State Board of Charity will further provide for 
children deserted by their parents, after the parents 
have not been heard from for four weeks. 

Certain minors may be bound as apprentices or ser- 
vants by the Overseers of the Poor. (R. Z., ch, 155, §§ 4> 
10-1$, 14, 15, and 20,) 

Partial Support. 

Applicants seeking partial support may need one or 
more kinds of aid. One applicant requires the services 
of the City Physician, though able himself to provide idl 
else. Our ordinances provide that *' it shall be the duty 
of the City Physician to attend, under the general direc- 
tion of the Overseers of the Poor, upon all sick and 
insane paupers and other patients under the care of the 
city authorities at the almshouse or elsewhere." {Re- 
viied Ordinances of 1892, ch, 50,) 

Another applicant needs fuel or groceries, perhaps 
for a few days only, or perhaps for a longer time. 

Another is unable to make private arrangements for 
the burial of a member of his family, and the Overseers 
must therefore provide for the burial. (R, L,, ch, 81, 
§§ 17 and 20.) ([^But ch, 77 requires that the Over- 
seers must surrender to medical schools, upon proper 
Application and the giving of a bond as prescribed, such 
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bodies as would be buried at the public expense ; such 
bodies must be kept fourteen days for purposes of iden- 
tification, and after having been used for the promotion 
of anatomical science, the law requires that "the re- 
mains shall be decently buried." This requirement, 
which is one of the conditions of the bond to be given, 
prohibits the return of the body to the Overseers. Such 
applications having been made, the Overseers have no 
right to bury the body at the public expense or to use 
the public funds for that purpose; and they must, upon 
the receipt bf a sufficient bond, deliver the bodies to the 
medical schools upon their application. (^See Attorney- 
General Knowlton*s decision of January 9, 1899.) 

Reimbursement. 

Some applicants cannot at the time of their application 
pay private rates for what they need, but are able and 
willing to reimburse the Overseers, at once or in the 
future, for the aid given by them. For example, a per- 
son who cannot pay five dollars ($6) a week (the private 
rate) for the support of a relative in the insane hospital, 
can reimburse the Overseers the three dollars and a 
quarter ($3.26) a week, special rate which the Overseers 
pay for such support there. (See R. L., ch. 80y § 2,) 

Preventing Future Expense. 

In certain cases the Overseers may take action with 
a view of preventing future expense. 

R. L., ch. 82, § 2, provides that if a, woman entitled 
to make a complaint of bastardy refuses or neglects to 
do so when requested by an Overseer of the Poor of the 
place where she resides or has her settlement, or by a 
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person authorized by an Overseer to make the request, 
the person so requesting may make the complaint; and 
if, after it has be^n made, she dies, or refuses or neglects 
to prosecute the same, said person may prosecute the 
case to final judgment for the benefit of the city or 
town. {See also, R, Z., §§ 15 and 17-21,) 

R. Z., ch. 14s, § 7, provides that Overseers of the 
Poor may petition for the appointment of guardians of 
spendthrifts. (See also, R, X., ch. 83, § 18.) 

Settlement Law. 

So complicated is the Massachusetts Settlement Law, 
that much of the time of the Overseers or their agents 
is used in deciding whether one city or town or another, 
or the State, is legally held for and shall therefore bear 
the expense of the aid given. Before or after the ap- 
plicant is given any public aid, he must — so far as he 
can — give the information needed to determine his set- 
tlement. The Settlement Law is as follows: — 

(R. L.y ch. 80 f§ 1.) "Legal settlements may be ac- 
quired in any city or town in the following manner, and 
not otherwise : " — 

" First, a married woman shall follow and have the 
settlement of her husband, if he has any within the 
Commonwealth; otherwise she shall retain her own at 
the time of marriage, if she then had any." 

" Second, legitimate children shall follow and have 
the settlement of their father, if he has any within the 
Commonwealth; otherwise, they shall follow and have 
the settlement of their mother, if she has any." 

" Third, illegitimate children shall have the settle- 
ment of their mother at the time of their birth, if she 
then has any within the Commonwealth." 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



18m 

"Fourth, a person of the age of twenty-one years 
who has an estate of inheritance or freehold in any 
place within the Commonwealth, and lives thereon three 
consecutive years, shall thereby acquire a settlement in 
such place." 

** Fifth, a person of the age of twenty-one years who 
resides in any place within this Commonwealth for five 
consecutive years, and within that time pays all state, 
county, city, or town taxes duly assessed on his poll or 
estate for any three years within that time, shall thereby 
acquire a settlement in such place." 

" Sixth, a woman of the age of twenty-one years, includ- 
ing a married woman who has no settlement derived by 
marriage under the provisions of the first clause, and a 
widow who resides in any place within this Common- 
wealth for five consecutive years, shall thereby acquire 
a settlement in such place." 

Town ofiBcers, settled ministers, apprenti(;es, and sol- 
diers and sailors who served during the Civil War, may 
also gain settlements under certain conditions. 

(i2. L, ch, 80, § 2,) ** No person shall acquire a settle- 
ment, or be in process of acquiring a settlement, while 
receiving relief as a pauper, unless, within five years 
after the time of receiving such relief, he reimburses the 
cost thereof to the city or town furnishing the same." 
But § 3 provides that inability to maintain wife, child, 
or other relative in an insane hospital or other institu- 
tion to which such relative is committed, does not make 
one a pauper. 

(R, L., ch. 80, § 5.) " Except as hereinafter provided, 
every leg^l settlement shall continue until it is defeated 
or lost by the acquisition of a new one within this Com- 
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monwealth ; and upon the acquisition of such new«ettle- 
ment all former settlements shall be defeated and lost." 
(R, Z., ch 80, § 6.) ^^Asij settlement which was not folly 
acquired subsequent to the first day of May in the year 
I860 is hereby defeated and lost, unless such settlement 
prevented a subsequent acquisition of settlement in the 
same place ; but if a settlement acquired by marriage 
is so defeated, the former settlement of the wife, if not 
also so defeated, shall be reyived. A person who is ab- 
sent from the Conmionwealth for ten consecutive years 
shall lose his settlement." 

Inquiries to Determine SETTLEBiENT. 

Sometimes, it is clear, very few questions have to be 
asked to determine an applicant's settlement. For ex- 
ample, a man who has lived for the last eight years in 
our city, and has paid his poll tax here each year, is 
clearly settled in thb city ; or a family who have come 
to Massachusetts for the first time within three years, 
and whose ancestors never lived in Massachusetts, clearly 
has no settlement here. 

But any one reading the Settlement Law carefully sees 
that in determining settlements of applicants who them- 
selves or their parents have lived in different places in 
Massachusetts many years, it is absolutely necessary to 
ask many questions. For example, a man of thirty 
years is learned to have paid only two taxes in the one 
city where he has lived five years since his majority ; 
bis father did not live quite five years continuously in 
any city or town ; his father's parents did not complete 
a settlement till after the father was of age ; his mother 
also, and her parents, are found on detailed inquiry to 
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have gained no settlement ; but on his wife^s side, it is 
finally learned that her father gained a settlement in 
Boston between 1876 and ISSl, and as he and she have 
gained none later, she and the children still have this 
settlement, and are aided at the expense of Boston ; 
while the husband is aided at the expense of the State. 
Often, to learn a single date, one has to ask numerous 
questions, perhaps about the applicant's brothers and 
sisters, and get information which is important, not 
of itself, but because it leads to what is important. In 
taking many histories, it is necessary to go deeply into 
the applicants' " most private affairs ; " it is necessary 
to learn not only of a woman's last marriage, but also 
of previous marriages ; necessary to learn whether mar- 
riages are legal, and whether children are legitimate. 

The Overseers of the Poor wish that the Settlement 
Laws were simplified or repealed so as to make it unne- 
cessary to ask so many searching and often unpleasant 
questions in regard to the applicants' past lives, and those 
of their ancestors ; yet, so long as the law remains as it 
is, Overseers and their agents must ask these questions, 
and at the same time kindly endeavor to convince the 
unfortunate applicants of the absolute need of these 
many and often disagreeable inquiries. 

Notice of Aid Given. Denial of Settlement. 

To persons having no settlement, the Overseers shall 
give aid to not more than certain stated amounts, — an 
amount greater in winter than in summer, and during 
sickness than during health. They shall immediately — 
or in cases of sickness within five days — give notice of 
aid to unsettled persons by mail to the State Board of 
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Charity, and shall render a detailed statement of the ex- 
penses incurred. (R, Z., ch, 81, § 21 ; also ch. 85, §§ 14, 
16, and 27.^ When they have aided any person who is 
found to be settled in another city or town than that of his 
residence, they shall within three months of the giving 
of the aid give similar notice to the Overseers of that 
city or town. (R, L,, ch. 81, § 17.) When the Overseers 
receive notice from the Overseers of another city or town 
or from the State Board of Charity that one of these 
ofiBoials has aided a person believed to be settled in this 
city, they must within one month from the receipt of 
this notice send to such official a written denial of set- 
tlement for this person, if he is found to have no settle- 
ment in this city ; failure to send such denial makes 
this city liable for the amount of the aid given. (i2. L., 
ch. 81, §§ 33 and 34 ; also ch. 85, § 20.) 

Records Ain> Reports. 

'* Overseers of the Poor shall cause books to be kept 
and so arranged as to readily furnish the information 
required by law relative to all needy persons aided by 
them, and all further information as to relief applied for, 
whether given or refused, the preservation of which may 
be of importance to the town or the Commonwealth, 
stating the amount and kind of aid given, and the rea- 
sons for giving or refusing it." (R. £., ch. 25, § 71.) 

The Overseers " shall preserve all books, papers, pro- 
perty, evidences of property, vouchers, and other things 
intrusted to, kept by, or deposited with them." (^Re- 
vised Ordinances, ch. 18, § 2.) 

" Overseers of the Poor shall keep full and accurate 
records, in a form prescribed by the State Board of Char- 
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itj, of the paupers fully supported, the persons relieved 
and partially supported, and the travellers and vagrants 
lodged at the expense of their cities and towns, together 
with the amount paid for such support and relief." 
(R. Z., ch. 81, § S9.) 

They shall annually in April return to the State Board 
of Charity the number of such persons supported and 
relieved, the cost thereof, and the record of those fully 
supported. (E. Z., ch. 81, § 40-) They shall make de- 
cennial returns to the same Board, answering stated 
questions. (R. L,, ch. 81, § ^/.) They shall make re- 
turns in January and July of each year to the same 
Board concerning all minor children above the age of 
four years who are supported at the expense of their 
city. (R. L., ch. 81, § 43') 

** No person having the care or custody of any public 
records in any department or ofQce of the Common- 
wealth or of any county, city, or town therein shall use 
or permit to be used upon any public record written by 
him or under his direction any ink excepting such as 
is furnished by the commissioner of Public Records." 
(R. Z., ch. 854, §§ i-T'O 

Right to Vote. 

By Chapter 11, § 12, of the Revised Laws of Mass., 
paupers and persons under guardianship, as well as 
persons unable to read or to write, shall not have the 
right to vote. 

« Every person is a pauper who receives relief at the 
public expense, and such as is provided by law for per- 
sons standing in need of immediate relief." (jCharUs- 
town V. Oroveland, 15 Gray, 15, BrooJ^field v. AUm, 6 
AUm, 587.) 
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CHARTER. 

[Statates 1877, chapter 41.] 



An Aot oonobrning the Ovebsebbs of the 
Poor of the Cmr of Cambridge. 

Sect. 1. The City Council of the City of Cam- 
bridge shall, in the month of April in Uie current 
year, in joint convention^ elect by ballot five persons, 
one at least from among the residents of each of the 
present representative districts of said Gty, to be 
Overseers of the Poor in said City, one person for 
one year, one person for two years, one person for 
three years, one person for four years, and one per- 
son for five years ; and said Council shall annually 
thereafter, in the month of April in like manner, 
elect one person to serve for five years. These peiv 
sons so chosen shall, togefAker with the Mayor, who 
shall, ex offidoy be Chairman of the Board, constitute 
the Board of Overseers of the Poor in said City of 
Cambridge. 

Sect. 2. The members of said Board shall enter 
upon their duties on the first Monday of May next 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized By CjOOQIC 



20 

ftfker their eleetiony and hold office until othen are 
elected and qualified in their stead. Vacancies from 
any cause shall forthwith he filled hy the Gty Council 
in the same manner, and the person elected to fill any 
vacancy shall hold office during the unexpired term 
of the memher who has ceased to hold office, and 
until another is chosen and qualified in his stead. 

Sbot. 3. Said Board shall annually, on the first 
Monday of May, meet and organize, and shall choose 
such suhordinate officers and agents as they may 
deem expedient, and define their duties, and fix their 
salaries ; hut no memher of the Board shall he eli- 
gible to be chosen by said Board to any position of 
emolument. 

Sect. 4. Said Overseers shall render such ac- 
counts and reports of their expenditures, acts, and 
doings, as may be required by the City Council. 

Sect. 5. The present Overseers of the Poor in 
the City of Cambridge shall hold office until others 
are elected and qualified under the provisions of 
this Act, and no longer. 

Sbct. 6. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent 
with this Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 7. This Act shall take effect upon its 
acceptance by the City Council of the Gty of Cam- 
bridge, by concurrent vote, provided the same shall 
be accepted within sixty days from the date of its 
passage. 

[Approved March 10, 1877.] 
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AMENDMENTS. 

An Aot to Amend the Chabtbb of the Citt 
OF Cambbidgb. 

[Chapter 364, Aets of 1891 as amended by Chapter 
173, Aets of 1896.] 

Sect. 10. The Mayor after due hearing may, 
with the approval of a majority of the Board of 
Aldermen, remove any member of the Board of 
Overseers of the Poor for caose assigned by him. 

Sect. 21. The City Council shall annually, in the 
month of March, elect one person to be a member of 
the Board of Overseers of the Poor, for the term of 
five years beginning with the first Monday in May 
of that year. 

Sect. 31. The Overseers of the Poor shall per- 
form all such duties as the Overseers of the Poor in 
towns are required by law to perform. The Over- 
seers of the Poor shall annually, on the first Monday 
of May, meet and organize, and shall choose such sub- 
ordinate officers and agents as they may deem expe- 
dient, and define their duties and fix their salaries ; 
but no membersa>f the Board shall be eligible to be 
chosen by said Board to any position of emolument. 
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Sect. 33. Every officer of the City shaU, onlefls 
eooner removed, contmue ftfker the ezpiration of hie 
term of service to hold hie office until his successor 
is appointed or elected and duly qualified. 

Sbot. 34. All heads of departments and boards of 
the City, except the chief of police and the chief 
engineer of the fire department, shall appoint their 
respective subordinates, for such term of service, 
respectively, as are or may be fixed by law or ordi- 
nance, which appointments shall be forthwith certi- 
fied by them to the Mayor ; the said officers and 
boards may remove such subordinates for such cause 
as they shall assign in writing in the order for re- 
moval, which order shall be forthwith communicated 
to the Mayor. 

Sbot. 35. All executive boards and officers shall 
be at all times accountable for the proper discharge 
of their duties to the Mayor as the chief executive 
officer. They and all subordinate officers shall at 
all times furnish such information as to matters under 
their control as the Mayor or the City Council may 
request. Every contract made in behalf of the City 
in which the amount involved exceeds three hundred 
dollars shall require the approval of the Mayor be- 
fore going into effect No expenditures shall be 
made and no liability shall be incurred or be bind- 
ing upon the Gty for any purpose beyond the appro- 
priation previously made therefor. 

Sect. 36. The heads of departments and all 
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other officers and boards haying authority to expend 
money shall annually, before the twentieth day of 
January, famish an estimate to the Mayor of the 
money required for their respeotiye departments and 
offices for one year beginning with the first day of 
December preceding, and the Mayor shall exam- 
ine such estimates and submit the same with his 
recommendations thereon to the City Council on or 
before the first day of February. Tlie City Council 
shall therefrom make the appropriation for the 
financial year beginning with the first day of Decem- 
ber preceding. 

Sect. 37. All ordinances of the City of Cam- 
bridge, or portions thereof, inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this Act are annulled, but such portions 
as are not inconsistent herewith are continued in 
force until amended or repealed by the City Coun- 
ciL 

Fbom Chapter 50 of the Revised Obdikakges, 
1892. 

CITY PHYSICIAN. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the City Physi- 
cian to attend, under the general direction of the 
Overseers of the Poor, upon all sick and insane pau- 
pers and other patients under the care of the city 
authorities at the almshouse or elsewhere ; to vacci- 
nate free of charge all persons sent to him by the 
Overseers of the Poor. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Taken from Rev. Dr. Luoins R. Paige's *' History of Gam- 
bridge.'' 

^' Tb haye the poor with yoa always ; " and the 
jadieions relief of their wants is an important bat 
often a very perplexing duty. For several years 
the church assomed this duty in Cambridge^ and 
made soitable provision for the destitate and dis- 
tressed. It does not distinctly appear at what time 
the management of this charity passed into the 
hands of the town. The earliest reference to this 
subject which we find on the Town Records is under 
date of June 29, 1663 : *' Jane Bourne [or Bowen] 
making her complaint to the selectmen, that she can 
find none in the town that is willing to entertain her 
to their service, and craving their favor that she 
may have liberty to provide for herself in some 
other town, with security to such as shall so enter- 
tain her, — the Townsmen do grant her request in 
manner following, viz., so as that she place herself 
in some honest family; and in case she stand in 
need of supply, or the town whither she shall resort 
do see reason to return her again upon the town, 
she shall be still accepted as one of the poor of this 
place ; and this is to be understood and taken as 
binding to the town for one year next after the date 
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hereof, any law, usage, or oustoiii, to the contrary, 
notwithstanding." Again, under date of April 8, 
1672 : '< The terms of agreement of the selectmen 
with Thomas Longhome for the keeping of William 
Healyes child, as f olloweth : That ^e said Thomas 
Longhome is to hring np Haimah Hely, daughter of 
William Healy, bem in the year 1671, providing 
all necessaries for her of food and clothing in the 
time of ^her minority and suitable education meet 
for one of her sex and degree ; and for his satis- 
faction, he is to be allowed out of the Town Bate 
five pounds a year for five years ; and if she should 
die before those five years be expired, or it should 
be provided for by any of its friends before that 
time, then he is to have no more than for the time 
he keep it, after five pounds per annum ; only forty 
shillings of said pay is to be made in cash, or, if not, 
then so much in other pay at money price." In 
like manner, for more than a hundred years after 
this date, provision appears to have been made for 
the poor, in private families, under the supervision 
of the selectmen. At length it was determined, 
March 15, 1779, to purchase a house in which they 
might be gathered together, and their wants be more 
systematically supplied. Accordingly, ''the com- 
mittee who were chosen at the last Town Meeting, 
March 1, 1779, to purchase a workhouse for the 
poor of the town, reported that they could purchase 
of Deac. Samuel Whittemore a suitable house for 
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that purpose. Voted, That said Committee pur- 
chase the house and land belonging to said Whitte- 
more, take a deed for the same for the town, and 
that the Treasurer be directed to give security for 
the same, or hire the money to pay for it. Yoted^ 
that the Selectmen take care of the said house, and 
appoint some discreet person as Overseer." The 
estate consisted of a dwelling-house and twenty-five 
square rods of land on the northeasterly comer of 
Brighton and South streets, and was conveyed to 
the town by deed dated March 29, 1779. For some 
reason this estate proved unsatisfactory; and the 
town voted, March 1, 1785, " that Mr. Caleb Gan- 
nett, Stephen Dana, Esq., Capt. John Walton, Deac. 
Aaron Hill, and William Winthrop, Esq., be a com- 
mittee to inquire whether there is any person who 
is desirous to purchase the house and land belong- 
ing to the town, situate near the causeway, which 
was bought for a workhouse and almshouse, and 
what price it will fetch ; and they are also to inquire 
whether another place can be purchased in the town 
that will answer for said purposes, and upon what 
terms it can be had. The committee having been 
authorized so to do, reported March 6, 1786, that 
" they sold the house at public auction for £19, 10s.; 
they afterwards sold the land for £37, IO5., both 
amounting to £57." They had also received an 
offer from the heirs of Abraham Watson of a house 
and about five acres of land for the sum of £60. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



28 

This estate^ was on the soathwesterly corner of 
North Arenne and Cedar Street, and was conreyed 
to the town by deed dated March 9, 1786. The 
committee reported, June 12, 1786, *^ that an house 
is nearly finished and will be ready within a few 
days for the reception of the poor," and recom- 
mended that it *^ be called the Poor's House ; " also 
that there ^'be chosen and appointed, as soon as 
may be, fiye persons, distinct from the Selectmen, 
to be Orerseers of the Poor," who should haye the 
general charge of the house, and provide all neces- 
sary <* food, fuel, clothing, and medicine, proper for " 
the occupants, and tools and materials necessary to 
their proper emplojrment ; that the Orerseers should 
''appoint a suitable person to be Warden of the 
Poor's House," who should '' cause his family to 
lead their liyes and behave at all times soberly, 
quietly, decently, orderly, and regularly; particu- 
larly he shall cause them to attend the public wor- 
ship on Sundays as often and generally as con- 
veniently may be ; " and he '' shall endeavor to form 
the paupers under his care to habits of economy, 
frugality, temperance, sobriety, and industry ; par- 
ticularly he shall keep them employed in such 
useful and profitable labors as they may be respec- 
tively able to perform, within doors or without doors, 
having regard to their different sexes, ages, bodily 
strength, former habits of life, and all other circum- 

1 Fonnerlj owned by Xattliew Cox. 
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stances, with the approbation of the Orerseers ; " 
and that they shoold also appoint a soitable phy- 
sician, and employ all necessary servants. The 
Warden should be required to pay all the earnings 
of the paupers, monthly, to the Orerseers, who should 
pay the same, half yearly, to the Treasurer, draw- 
ing on him for the funds necessary to defray all 
charges ; and the Treasurer should keep a separate 
account of all such receipts and pajrments. Finally, 
« the Orerseers of the Poor shall from time to time 
make such regulations, not inconsistent with these 
general regulations, the laws of the Commonwealth, 
or the principles of humanity and benevolence, as 
they may judge fit for the better ordering of the 
Poor's House and the affairs of it ; which regula- 
tions so by them made shall be binding until the ex- 
piration of the year for which such Overseers shall 
be chosen, or until they shall be by them revoked." 
This report was accepted ; and Dr. William Enee- 
land, Mr. Jeduthun Wellington, Deac. Aaron Hill, 
Mr. £benezer Stedman, and Mr. Edward Jackson, 
were thereupon elected as the first/' Overseers of the 
Poor, distinct &om the Selectmen." 

In this house, and under such regulations, the 
pauper establishment was administered until 1818, 
when a new Almshouse was erected in Cambridge- 
port By deed dated April 2, 1818, Jonathan L. 
Austin and Benjamin Austin conveyed to the town 
about eleven acres of land, being the whole square 
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bounded by Harvard, Norfolk, Anstiii, and Froi- 
pect streets, except one honse-lot, previoosljr sold, at 
the comer of Norfolk and Austin streets, '* measur- 
ing 100 feet on each of said streets, 100 feet on the 
westerly side, and 78 feet on the northerly side." 
The Oyerseers reported to the town, Not. 2, 1818, 
that they had sold the old Almshouse to Jonathan 
Fowle, for $454.50, and had erected on the lot pur- 
chased of the Austins a brick house ^ 65 feet long, 36 
feet wide, about half three stories high, and the 
other half two stories high, with accommodations 
for sixty persons, and had removed the paupers into 
it. A code of Rules and Regulations, an Address 
by Royal Makepeace, Esq., on behalf of the Over- 
seers, and a Sermon delivered in the Almshouse by 
Rev. Dr. Abiel Holmes, in September, 1818, are 
entered at full length on the Records of the Over- 
seers of the Poor. 

The new location of the Almshouse did not prove 
satisfactory ; and a desire for further change was 
soon manifested. As early as Nov. 14, 1831, a Town- 
house having been erected on the northeasterly cor- 
ner of the square, a committee was appointed by 

1 Thi« hooae itood on the westerly aide of Norfolk Street, opposite to 
Woroeeter Street. It oontftfaied **a Utohen 90X16 feet, a bething 
room, and three celU, in the basement story ; a work-room 30X16 feet, 
and six other sisahle rooms, in the first story ; and ten chambers in 
the second story ; a large garret, 56X24 feet, and a cellar, 34X24 feet." 
Conneoted with the house were a wood-house, 30X15 feet, and a bsm 
86X25 feet. The lend cost |1,750;; the buildings, $4,851.77 ; total, 
16,001.77. 
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the town '' to cause the Ahnshouse hinds to be^sor- 
▼eyed and hud out into proper streets and bnilding- 
lots, and to ascertain what the same may be sold 
for ; also to ascertain for what sum a suitable spot 
of ground for an Almshouse may be purchased, and 
a proper and suitable Almshouse erected thereon." 
During the night preceding July 30, 1836, the 
Almshouse, together with the outbuildings, was 
utterly consumed by fire, and one of its wretched 
inmates perished. The order for surveying the 
Almshouse lands was renewed, Aug. 22, 1836 ; 
and it was further ordered, that the building-lots be 
ofEered for sale at auction. Meantime, the town 
voted, Aug. 8, 1836, '' that the Overseers of the 
Poor be authorised to make such temporary pro- 
vision for the support of the Town's Poor, and 
such of the State's Poor as are not of competent 
health to labor, by hiring a building, or otherwise, 
as they may consider for the interest of the town." 
The Overseers accordingly hired a spacious house, 
originally designed for a tavern, on the northerly 
side of Main Street, nearly opposite to Osborn 
Street, which was occupied until a new Almshouse 
was erected where The Riverside Ftess now stands. 
The town purchased, Dec. 9, 1836, of Amos 
Hazeltine, for $5,600, eleven and a quarter acres of 
land, bordering on Charles River, and extending 
from Western Avenue nearly to River Street, to- 
gether with two acres and three quarters on the op-. 
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podte side of Western Avenue, extending from the 
river to Putnam Street A conmiittee reported in 
April, 1838, that a brick Ahnshouse had been con- 
structed on the first mentioned lot, at an expense of 
$7,490.90 ; and the paupers were again placed in 
a comfortable habitation. 

Within a few years afterwards, a desire was mani- 
fested to abandon this pleasant spot, which had 
attained a greatly increased marketable value, and 
to try the experiment of farming on a larger scale. 
Accordingly the city purchased, Aug. 7, 1849, of 
Samuel Smith and Spencer Cook, for $12,000, about 
thirty-two acres of land, situated partly in the north- 
westerly comer of Cambridge and partly in the 
southwesterly comer of Somerville, and erected a 
stone Almshouse of the size and fashion then pre- 
valent. The cost of the whole establishment was 
reported by a committee to be, — for the land, 
$12,000; for the house, $32,970.69; for fences, 
fumiture, etc., $3,000; total, $47,970.69. The 
house was formally placed in the custody of the 
Overseers of the Poor, April 3, 1851, with much 
eongratulatory speech-making, in presence of a 
large assembly of citizens, and the paupers were 
transferred to their new home. When this house 
was erected, its magnificent proportions were con- 
sidered necessary for the accommodation of the large 
number of State paupers then under the charge of 
the city. Shortly afterwards, the Commonwealth 
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adopted a new policy, erected State Almshouses, 
and withdrew its paupers from the care of cities and 
towns. Complaints were uttered, that the erection 
of so large a house for so few inmates was unneces- 
sary, and involved an extravagant outlay of money. 
But such complaints are no longer heard ; partly, 
because the increase of city paupers has kept pace 
with the rapidly increasing population, until the 
house is nearly ii not altogether filled ; and partly, 
because the citizens have become accustomed to ex- 
penditures so much more unnecessary and extrava- 
gant, that this has dwindled into comparative insig- 
nificance. The old Almshouse (together with the 
land) was sold. May 22, 1861, to Little & Brown, 
publishers and booksellers, for $24,000 ; they con- 
verted it into an establishment for the manufacture 
of books, and erected many additional buildings. 
Subsequently the larger part of the estate became 
the property of H. O. Houghton & Co., by whom it 
was further embellished and rendered famous as the 
seat of The Riverside Press. 



Since the above historical sketch was written by 
the Rev. Dr. Paige, some changes have been made 
which deserve mention. About seven acres of the 
Almshouse land lying in Somerville have been sold 
by our city to private parties for house lots, so that 
the present real estate used for the Cambridge City 
Home and farm consists of approximately twenty 
six acres,about twelve acres of which (including the 
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ledge property) are in Somerville and about fourteen 
acres in Cambridge. 

All tbe arable land is now devoted to market 
gardening, and the products of the ^^Farm" for 
the year 1902, with the approximate yalues of the 
same, are as follows : — 

PBODUCTS OF THE FABM WITH THEIR APPBOXIMATE 
VALXTES, 1902. 

395 bushels string beans $310 00 

7,214 bunches beets 176 00 

300 bushels beets 150 00 

140 bushels beet greens 35 00 

9,000 cabbages 350 00 

2,436 bunches carrots 75 00 

100 bushels carrots 40 00 

750 boxes celery 1,900 00 

16,000 cucumbers 250 00 

600 dozen eggs . . . , 180 00 

2,600 dozen lettuce 495 00 

575 bushels onions 490 00 

350 bushels parsnips 225 00 

1,000 pounds pie-plant 25 00 

30 bushels peppers 17 00 

100 bushels potatoes 65 00 

4,868 pounds pork 395 52 

800 dozen radishes 175 00 

600 bushels spinach 65 00 

5 tons squash 100 00 

150 bushels Swiss chard 30 00 

950 bushels tomatoes 450 00 

$5,997 52 
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A comparative view of cUl receipts for the past 
twenty-two years is as follows : — 
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For many years in Cambridge, as elsewhere, the 
experiment was tried of assembling in a single estab- 
lishment the disorderly and vicious for restraint and 
pnnishment, and the deserving poor for shelter and 
care. But by the influence of an enlightened public 
sentiment the punitive features have been elimi- 
nated ; kindness has taken the place of force under 
a wise, humane, and yet firm superintendence ; and 
in accord with this idea the name of the institution 
was, in 1900, changed from The Almshouse to The 
Cambridge City Home. 

During the more recent years many changes in 
the internal structure of the Home have been made, 
which have added much to the comfort and safety 
of the inmates. Standpipes and hose have been 
provided for each floor throughout the building for 
effective use and protection in case of fire. The 
bathing facilities have been very much increased 
and improved, and sanitary plumbing has been 
introduced throughout the Home. The heating 
apparatus has been thoroughly rearranged so as to 
secure an increase and a more even distribution of 
heat, and at the same time a considerable saving of 
fuel. The insane have been assigned to safer, plea- 
santer, and more accessible quarters. Dormitories 
for the aged and infirm have been located anew 
with a view to convenience, comfort, and the avoid- 
ance of danger. 

The dining-rooms of the men and of the women 
were, in the year 1900, lathed, plastered, and bright- 
ened up ; a new floor laid ; new dining-room chairs 
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and table fomitnre supplied, the rooms now present- 
ing a neat and invi^g appearance. A commodious 
ice chest has been built, and so located as to receive 
the ice directly from the outside of the building, by 
which means ^eater cleanliness, convenience, and 
economy is secured. 

For the Medical Department at Central Square 
Building a microscope, well equipped with accesso- 
ries, was purchased last year for the use of the City 
Physician, as an aid to him in his medical examina- 
tions and investigations. Some of the latest modem 
surgical appliances and outfits have also been re- 
cently provided for this department, in order that 
all sick persons may receive the benefit of their use. 

A new and more thorough system of investigation 
has been inaugurated by the Board, which has proved 
of great value in the conduct of the department, in- 
asmuch as it has afforded an opportunity to make 
closer inspections of the homes of the poor and thus 
ascertain their financial condition and actual needs. 
A more close cooperation with the Associated 
Charities and other benevolent associations of Cam- 
bridge has been of mutual service, and prevented 
designing persons from fraudulently receiving aid 
from several sources at the same time. 

Lastly, but by no means least, an acknowledgment 
of obligation is due to the clergymen of Cambridge 
and vicinity who, without regard to denomination, 
have, in turn, conducted our Sunday services regularly 
for several years to the interest and moral and spirit- 
ual welfare, we trust, of all the inmates. 
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Since the for^cnng was printed, by votes of the Board 
other improyements and changes have been made which are 
worthy of especial mention. 

On July 23d, 1901, a special appropriation of $1,200.00 was 
made by the City Council for the purpose of building iron 
fire escapes for the City Home, and the improvement of the 
hospital accommodation for the female patients. The fire 
escapes were f umLshed by Jonas F. Capelle, the contractor, 
to the acceptance of the Superintendent of Public Buildings, 
and the improved hospital accommodations were also care- 
fully completed. Thus due regard to the safety and health 
of the inmates has been shown by the Board. 

Our womout laundry has been torn down, and all the avail- 
able lumber of its construction has been used in the erection 
of a new building, very carefully planned, properly trapped, 
and connected with the City sewer. As much of the labor 
employed on this building was furnished by our own people 
this department has secured a laundry with modem equip- 
ments, nearly perfect in all its appointments, at a compara- 
tively small outlay of cost to the City. 

The hospital cottage built in 1886, and situated at a con- 
siderable distance from the Home, was in 1901 moved to the 
immediate vicinity of our main building and placed over a 
commodious and dry cellar. It has since been thoroughly 
repaired, renovated, and properly refurnished. The pleasant 
rooms it contains are now available for the better care of our 
increasing hospital population, and will be used in connection 
with the women's hospital. 

In the early part of 1902 a committee was appointed to 
consider the matter of changing the system of book-keeping 
at the central office of the Board. This Committee subse- 
quently reported in favor of certain changes which were 
adopted by the Board, and the new system was at once put 
in operation. It has proved to be much less cumbersome, 
more compact and easy for the examination of cases, and far 
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leas •zpennve ihan the large and cosily books of aeempnt 
previously used. Expert accoantants employed by the city 
to examine the methods of acconnts by the different depart- 
ments have, in their report, g^veu this their high approvaL 

In April, 1908, Mr. Martin L. Eldridge and Mrs. Harmony 
P. Eldridge, his wife, who for nearly eighteen years had 
served the City as Superintendent and Matron of the City 
Home, resigned their positions, to the great regret of the 
inmates, the Board of Overseers, and to the City generally. 
Their service had nniformly been characterized by a wise, 
judicious, kind but firm management of those under their 
charge, and neatness and economy always prevailed through- 
out the Home. 

The Board, after a due consideration of several applieanti 
through the Civil Service Commission, selected Mr. Charles 
E. Goodrow as Superintendent, and Mrs. Emma A> Qoodrow, 
his wife, as Matron. So far as we can judge from their short 
term of service thus far, we feel that no mistake hfts been 
made in our selection, all matters under their charge hav* 
gone along very nicely. 
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LIST OF OVERSEERS 



rt SINGE THE ORGANIZATION OP THE CITY 

^ IN 1846 
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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 

OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
SmcB THE Oboamizatiom of thb Citt in 1846 



[Unta 1892-83 the Mftyor wm OhairmMi «»4t^lcio.] 

1846-47. 

*Jamb8 D. Gkebn, Mayor. 

•Coolidge, Joseph G., »Metoalf, Charles R., 

♦Pifield, George W., *Whitiiey, Edward T^ 

»HaU, William A., »Whitton, Charles. 

1848-49. 

♦SiDNBT WiLLABDy Mayor. 

^Dayis, Hervey, »HaU, William A., 

«Fifield« George W., *Metoalf, Charles R., 

^Francis, Ebenezer, ^Whitney, Edward T. 

1849-60. 

^Sidney Willard, Mayor. 

♦Bimiey, Barnabas, ^Rioe, Aaron, 

^Fifield, George W., *Rioe, Joseph H., 

^Francis, Ebenezer, ^Whitney, Edward T. 
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1850-61. 

♦SiDHEY WiLLARD, MoyOT. 

^Binney, Barnabas, ♦Rice, Joseph H,, 

»Fifield, George W., »Metoalf, Charles R., 

♦Rioe, Aaron, *Whitney, Edward T. 

1851-62. 

*Gbobob Stevens, Mayor, 

^Binney, Barnabas, *Rioe, Aaron, 

*f^eld, George W., *Rice, Joseph H., 

♦Metoalf, Charles R., *Whitney, Edward T. 

1862-68. 

*Gborgb Stevens, Mayor. 

♦Davies, Greorge H., ♦Rice, Aaron, 

♦Hovey, Horatio N., ♦Rice, Joseph H., 

♦Metcalf, Charles R., ♦Whitney, Edward T. 

1868-64. 

♦James D. Green, Mayor, 

♦Adams, Charles J., ♦Rice, Aaron, 

♦Cutler, Isaac, ♦Rice, Joseph H., 

♦Fifield, George W., ♦Whitney, Edward T. 

1854-66. 

♦Abraham Edwabds, Mayor, 

♦Adams, Charles J., ♦Metcalf, Charles^R., 

♦Cutler, Isaac, ♦Rice, Aaron, 

♦flfieldi, George W., ♦Whitney, Edward T. 
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1866-66. 

♦Zbbina L. Raymond, Mayor, 

*Biirdakin, John C, ^Riohardsoii, Williain T., 

*Cro8sman, Lloyd, *Ripley, Daniel C, 

*Rice, Joseph H., ^Thurston, John C. 

1866-67. 

*JoHN Sabgbnt, Mayor. 

»AUen, Walter M., »Hancook, Belcher, 

♦Arnold, Henry A., *Hannewell, William, 

♦Grossman, Uoyd,^ ♦Metcalf, Charles R., 

♦Steams, Moses.^ 
1 Died Aug. 9, 1866. > Elected Sept. 8, 1866, by Oity OounciL 

1867-68. 

♦John Sabgbnt, Mayor, 

♦Allen, Walter M., ♦Hancock, Belcher, 

♦Arnold, Henry A., ♦Hunnewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., ♦Metcalf, Charles R. 

1868-69. 

♦John Saroent, Mayor, 

♦Caldwell, William, ♦Gale, George T., 

♦Cook, John B., ♦Hancock, Belcher, 

♦Fifield, George W., ♦Hunnewell, William. 

1869-60. 
♦John Sargent, Mayor, 

♦CaldweU, William, ♦Hancock, Belcher, 

♦Fifield, George W., ♦Hunnewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., ♦Nason, James B. 
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1860-61. 

*Jaicb8 D. Grbsn, Mayer. 

^Caldwell, Williain, ^Hooker, Anson, 

^Chamberlin, Daniel U., *Hannewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., *Pre8by, James W. 

1861-62. 

♦Jambs D. Grkbn, Mayor.^ 
♦Charles Thbodobx Russbll.^ 

♦Caldwell, William, Gayer, Lewis B., 

♦Chamberlin, Daniel U., ♦HonneweU, William, 

♦Gale, George T., ♦Rice, Joseph H. 

> lUdsnedJaly 24, 1801. * ElMted July 81, 1801, by Oitj OooneU 

1862-68. 

♦Charles Thbodorb Russell, Mayor, 

♦Caldwell, William, Gayer, Lewis B., 

♦Chamberlin, Daniel U., ♦Honnewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., ♦Rice, Joseph H. 

1868-64. 

*Geor6E C. Richari>80N, Mayor. 

♦Caldwell, William, Gayer, Lewis B., 

♦Chamberlin, Daniel U., ♦Hannewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., «Rice, Joseph H. 

1864-66. 

♦Zebina L. Raymond, Mayor. 

♦CaldweU, William, ♦Hannewell, William, 

♦Gale, George T., ♦Marston, Ephraim, 

Gayer, Lewis B., ♦Rice, Joseph H. 
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1866 - 66. 

*J. Warren Merrill, Mayor, 
^Hunnewell, William, *Sawin, Nathaniel D., 

^Marston, Ephraim, ^Smith, Martin L., 

*Rice, Joseph H., ^Stewart, Alonzo. 

1866 - 67. 

*J. Warren Merrill, Mayor, 
^Harris, J. Watson, *Smith, Martin L., 

*Hnnnewell, William, « ^Stewart, Alonzo, 
*Rice, Joseph H., ^Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1867 - 68. 

*EzRA Parmenter, Mayor, 
*Caldwell, William, ^Richardson, Walcott, 

^Harris, J. Watson, ^Smith, Martin L., 

^Hnnnewell, William, *Stewart, Alonzo. 

1868-69. 
^Charles H. Saunders, Mayor. 
♦Bailey, Jacob L., ♦Harris, J. Watson, 

♦Caldwell, William, ♦Rice, Joseph H., 

Gayer, Lewis B., ♦Smith, Martin L. 

1869-70. 
♦Charles H. Saunders, Mayor, 
♦Bailey, Jacob L., ♦Patch, Charles R., 

Gnyer, Lewis B., ♦Rice, Joseph H., 

Kendall, Edward, ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 
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1870-71. 
^Hamlin R. Harding, Mayor. 
♦Brine, William, *Patch, Charles R., 

Guyer, Lewis B., *Rice, Joseph H., 

♦Knights, Samuel C, *Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1871 - 72. 

*Hamlin R. Harding, Mayor. 
Dwyer, Timothy, Stewart, Orlando. 

♦Knights, Samuel C, ♦Stewart, Robert, 

♦Patch, Charles R., ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1872-73. 
♦Henry O. Houghton, Mayor. 
Blake, Edwin H., Guyer, Lewis B., 

♦Davis, Curtis, ♦Patch, Charles R., 

♦Grerry, Frederick A., ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1873-74. 
♦Isaac Bradford, Mayor. 
Barbour, Alfred L., ♦Newmarch, Joseph, 

Guyer, Lewis B., Parsons, Sylvanus M., 

Mulcahy, Jeremiah H., ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1874-75. 

♦Isaac Bradford, Mayor. 

Barbour, Alfred L., Mulcahy, Jeremiah H., 

Cox, James, Parsons, Sylvanus M., 

Guyer, Lewis B., ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 
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1875 - 76. 
♦Isaac Bradford, Mayor. 

♦Chamberlain, Greorge D., ♦Newmarch, Joseph, 
Guyer, Lewis 6., Parsons, Sylvanns M., 

Molcahy, Jeremiah H., *Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1876 - 77. 

♦Isaac Bradford, Mayor. 
♦Chamberlain, George D., ♦Newmarch, Joseph, 
Coveney, John W., Parsons, Sylvanus M., 

Guyer, Lewis B., ♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 

1877-78. 
Frank A. Allen, Mayor. 
♦Chamberlain, George D., ♦Gardner, John W., 

Coveney, John W., ♦Newmarch, Joseph,^ 

♦Eaton, George B.,^ Parsons, Sylvanus M., 

♦Wyeth, Benjamin F. 
1 Elected Jan. 24, 1877, by City CouncU. * Resigned Jan. 24, 1877. 

New Board chosen by City Council, April, 1877, under 
Chap. 41. Stat. 1877. -[New Charter.] 
Frank A. Allen, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sonmer, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, George D., Vaughan, Charles £., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1878-79. 
♦Samuel L. Montague, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sunmer, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, Greorge D., Vaughan, Charles £^ 
♦Wellington, Jonas C. 
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1879-80. 

♦Samuel L. Montagus, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sumner, *Parmeiiter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, George D., Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1880-81. 
James M. W. Hall, Mayor, 
♦Albee, Sumner, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, George D., Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1881-82. 
♦James A. Fox, Mayor, 
♦Albee, Sumner, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, George D., Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1882-83. 
♦James A. Fox, Mayor, 
♦Albee, Sumner, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chamberlain, George D., Vaughan, Charles £., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1883-84. 
♦James A. Fox, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sumner, ♦Parmenter, Ezra, 

♦Chaffee, Knowlton S.,^ Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Chamberlain, George D., ♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1 Elected Feb. 12, 1883, by City Council, in place of Ezra Parmenter, 
deceased. 
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1884 - 86. 

^Jameb a. Fox, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sumner, ♦Chamberlain, Greorge D., 

♦Chaffee, Enowlton S., Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1885-86. 

♦William E. Russell, Mayor. 
♦Albee, Sumner, Corcoran, Michael,^ 

♦ChafPee, Knowlton S., Vaughan, Charles E., 

♦Chamberlain, George D., ♦Wellington, Jonas C. 

1 Elected May, 1886, by City Council, in place of Jonu 0. Wel- 
lington, deceased. 

1886-87. 

♦William E. Russell, Mayor. 

♦Albee, Sumner, Dogherty, Henry A.,^ 

♦Chaffee, Knowlton S., Vaughan, Charles E., 

Corcoran, Michael, Walker, Charles. 

1 Elected September, 1886, by City Council, in place of Enowlton 8. 
GhalTee, resigned. 

1887 - 88. 
♦William E. Russell, Mayor. 

♦Albee, Sumner, Dogherty, Henry A., 

Corcoran, Michael, Vaughan, Charles E., 

Walker, Charles. 

1888 - 89. 
♦William E. Russell, Mayor. 

♦Albee, Sumner, Dogherty, Henry A., 

Corcoran, Michael, Vaughan, Charles £., 

Walker, Charles. 
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1889-90. 

*Henbt H. Gilmobe, Mayor, 

*Albee, Sumner, Dogherty, Henry A., 

^Anderson, Stephen,^ Vanghan, Charles E., 

Corcoran, Michael, Walker, Charles. 

i.Bleotod Pebnuury, 1889, by City Oonnoil, in place of Henry ▲. 
I>ogb«rty, leeignecL 

1890-91. 

*Hbnrt H. Gilmobe, Mayor. 

•Albee, Sumner, *Burrage, William W.,^ 

^Anderson, Stephen, Vaughan, Charles E., 

Bnllook, Charles, Walker, Charles. 

P ^ Bleeted Jnne, 1890, bj City Oonncil, in place of Sumner Albee, re- 
dgned. 

1891-92. 

*Alphbu8 B. Alger, Mayor, 

^Anderson, Stephen, *Burrage, William W., 

Bnllook, Charles, Vaughan, Charles £., 

Walker, Charles. 

[from this date ilie Mayor ceaaed to be Chairman or a member of ihe 
Board ex officio.^ 

1892-93. 

Chablbs E. Vaughan, Chairman, 

^Anderson, Stephen, *Burrage, William W., 

Bnllook, Charles, Walker, Charles. 
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1898 - 94. 

Chablbb E. Yaughan, Chairman. 

*Andenoii, Stephen, ^Barrage, William W., 

Bulloek, Charles, Walker, Charles. 

1894-95. 

Charles E. Vauohan, Chairman. 

^Anderson, Stephen, ^Barrage, William W., 

Bnllock, Charles, Walker, Charles. 

1896-96. 

♦William W. Bubrage, Chairman. 

^Anderson, Stephen, Millan, Alexander,^ 

BnUock, Charles, Vanghan, Charles E., 

Walker, Charles. 

1 Elected May, 1886, by.City Connoil, in place of Charlef B. Yaui^iaa, 
resigned. 

1896-97. 

♦WiLiJAM W. BxTRRAGE, Chairman. 

*Anderson, Stephen, Millan, Alexander, 

BnUock, Charles, Walker, Charles. 

1897-98. 

♦WiLUAM W. BuRBAOE, Chairman. 

^Anderson, Stephen, Millan, Alexander, 

Bnllook, Charles, Walker, Charles. 
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1898-99. 
♦William W. Burraoe, Chairman, 
^Anderson, Stephen, Millan, Alexander, 

Bollock, Charles, Walker, Charles. 

1899-1900. 
Charles Walker, Chairman, 
*Anderson, Stephen, *Burrage, William W., 

Bullock, Charles, Millan, Alexander. 

1900-01. 

Charles Walker, Chairman. 
^Anderson, Stephen, James, Charles,* 

Bollock, Charles, Millan, Alexander, 

^Barrage, William W., Minihan, Cornelias,^ 

Shea, John T.a 

1 Elected May, 1900, in place of Stephen Anderson, deceased. 

* Elected Februaiy, 1901, in place of Cornelius Minihan, resigned. 

* Sleeted March, 1901, in place of William W. Barrage, deceased. 

1901-02. 

Charles Walker, Chairman, 
Bollock, Charles, Crowley, Patrick,^ 

Crowley, Jeremiah, James, Charles, 

Millan, Alexander. 

> Elected Feb. 25, 1902, in place of Oharles James, resigned. 
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1902-03. 

Chables Walkbb, Chairman, 
Bullock, Charles, Crowley, Patrick, 

Crowley, Jeremiah, Millan, Alexander. 



Note. BDwnr H. Blaxb, an OTeraeer during 1872-73 (lee page 44 
of thii book), died May 10, 1903, in Bedford, Maaa., alnce the liat of 
namea waa printed. Hia nune, therefore, ahould be prefixed with » * 
on page 44 and added to the necrology liat on page 63 of thia book. 
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NECROLOGY OF THE OVERSEERS 
OF THE POOR 

CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD. - MAYORS 



Alger, Alpheus B. 
Bradford, Isaac 
Edwards, Abraham 
Fox, James A. . 
Gilmore, Hemy H. 
Green, James D. 
Harding, Ham l in R. 
Houghton, Henry O. 
Merrill, J. Warren 
Montague, Samuel L. 
Parmenter, Ezra . 
Raymond, Zebina L. 
Richardson, Greorge C. 
Russell, Charles Theodore 
Russell, William E. 
Sargent, John . 
Saunders, Charles H. 
Stevens, Greorge 
Willard, Sidney . 



Died. 

. May 4, 1895. 

Dec. 19, 1898. 
. Feb. 6, 1870. 

Dec. 16, 1900. 
. Dec. 23, 1891. 
August 18, 1882. 
. Dec. 16, 1889. 
August 25, 1895. 
. Nov. 12, 1889. 

Jan. 16, 1897. 
. Jan. 31, 1883. 

. Jan. 5, 1872. 
. May 20, 1886. 

Jan. 16, 1896. 

. July 16, 1896. 

Dec. 5, 1880. 

. Dec. 5, 1901. 

Aug. 15, 1894. 
. Dec. 6, 1856. 



CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD — NOT MAYOR 

Died. 
. March 6, 1901. 



William W. Burrage 
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OTHER MEMBERS OP THE BOARD 



Adams, Charles J. 
Albee, Sumner . 
AUen, Walter M. . 
Anderson, Stephen 
Arnold, Henry A. . 
Bailey, Jacob L. 
Binney, Barnabas . 
Brine, William . 
Burdakin, John C. 
Caldwell, William 
Chaffee, Enowlton S. 
Chamberlain, George D. 
Chamberlain, Daniel U. 
Cook, John B. . 
Coolidge, Joseph G. 
Grossman, Lloyd 
Cutler, Isaac . 
Davies, George H. 
Davis, Curtis . 
Davis, Hervey . 
Eaton, George B. . 
Fifield, George W. 
Francis, Ebenezer . 
Gale, George T. . 
Gardner, John W. . 
Gerry, Frederick A. 
HaU, WilUam A. . 
Hancock, Belcher 
Harris, J. Watson 



Died. 

. April 2, 1892. 

Jan. 11, 1893. 

. Dec. 30, 1870. 

April 27, 1900. 

. Date unknown. 

Nov. 9, 1902. 

March 18, 1874. 

July 16, 1896. 

. Nov. 6, 1887. 

Feb. 27, 1888. 

. Nov. 19, 1891. 

Sept. 8, 1896. 

. June 14, 1898. 

March 16, 1891. 

. Dec. 30, 1887. 

Aug. 9, 1856. 

Aug. 12, 1877. 

Aug. 19, 1885. 

. Jan. 30, 1887. 

. March 11, 1885. 

Aug. 24, 1877. 

May 5, 1879. 

. Oct. 31, 1892. 

. Dec. 23, 1887. 

. Sept. 3, 1890. 

April 8, 1896. 

Oct. 25, 1856. 

Aug. 3, 1880. 

. Aug. 9, 1899. 
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Hooker, Anson 
Hovey, Horatio N. . 
Honnewell, William 
Knights, Samuel C. 
Marston, Ephraim 
Metcalf, Charles R. 
Nason, James B. 
Newmarch, Joseph . 
Patch, Charles R. 
Presby, James W. . 
Rice, Aaron 
Rice, Joseph H. 
Richardson, Walcott 
Richardson, William T. 
Ripley, Daniel C. 
Sawin, Nathaniel D. 
Smith, Martin L. . 
Steams, Moses 
Stewart, Alonzo . 
Stewart, Robert 
Thurston, John C. 
Wellington, Jonas C. 
Whitney, Edward T. 
Whitton, Charles . 
Wyeth, Benjamin F. 



Bled. 

Nov. 6, 1869. 

Jan. 18, 1899. 

Jan. 13, 1896. 
. May 2, 1878. 
Date unknown. 
Aug. 10, 1877. 

Oct. 24, 1868. 
April 18, 1893. 
June 27, 1882. 
. Dec, 1886. 

Oct. 11, 1860. 

July 28, 1872. 
June 19, 1883. 

July 18, 1896. 
Date unknown. 
. June 9, 1889. 

April 9, 1884. 
Date unknown. 
May 6, 1896. 
Sept. 22, 1876. 
Nov. 24, 1884. 
April 27, 1889. 
Aug. 16, 1879. 
Date unknown. 
July 6, 1890. 
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